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Fi lm History through Film 
Noir:   
 
CSI, Law and Order, The Shield, and on 
and on.  American popular culture is 
fascinated by criminality and corruption, as 
well as the forces that seek to control them.  
This is not a new phenomenon.  The cinema 
has promoted a similar fascination since its 
earliest days and has habitually explored the 
darker side of life throughout its one-
hundred year history.  Particularly in the 
movies labeled film noir. 
 
It is a curious fact of film history that many of 
its most celebrated directors have engaged in 
this cinematic style: we’ll watch films by 
D.W. Griffith, Fritz Lang, Alfred Hitchcock, 
John Huston, Billy Wilder, Orson Welles, 
Jean-Luc Godard, Robert Altman, Ridley 
Scott, and Christopher Nolan.  In the hands 
of these filmmakers, film noir has proven a 
remarkably pliable form, fashioned to tell the 
stories of gangsters carousing in a New York 
slum, of a child murderer hiding in a 
German city, of a fugitive couple racing 
across England and Scotland, of a corrupt 
cop practicing intimidation on the Mexican 
border, of a petty criminal on the lam in 
Paris, and, of course, of all those lost souls in 
Los Angeles—the epicenter of film noir from 
its heyday in the 1940s, to its postmodern 
revisions in the 1970s, to its virtual 
dismantling in the 1990s, to, yes, future noir 
in the 2020s. 
 

Professor:  Dr. Patrick Bixby  
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